The Cincianoti Post, Thursdey, Apeil 7, 1977

Accent’

—

Foast smchan haseFouadifn e e ke Clacindui o o
word in all #

the world's museums worthy of

So you want to go on a fossil hunt. . .

BY TERRY ROBINSON

ow often has  parent heard the piifal cry: “There's
NOTHING o dol”?

e through 438 Ways o Amuse  Child
dea o Keop CHTe Happys an 100 Creaiv Aci:
s for Your Child™ and sul, sometimes, tere 1S nothing

215

HOW ABOUT a fossl hunt?

A fossl is the bardened remains o traces of animal or

tions. Happily, two factors in Cincinnati’s geologic. past
have combined to make this one of the richest areas in the
country for fosil hunting.

eologists tell us about 450 million years ago a warm,
shallow sea covered wi

ocean floor, an in the mud, ehich even

ally harderied to form rock. A gradual upthrusting of the
surface in our area, the Cincinnati Arch, allowed

erosion to expose fossils as much as 450 millon years old.

e beauty of a fossl hunt i that it can take place any +

ing rain
35y Tamly s evebrushed away 8 ight Snow Cover from
afavorite rch of fossils.

WERE'S HOW YOU san do , o, The children wil
love t!

ove was to buy a basic fossil book complete

with illustrations. T d up my two children, aged

‘and 10, and amnounced that they were to dress in

BY MARY LINN WHITE
A landslide — in Clifton, Mt. Adams

or Riverside — is a thing of beauty to

Richard Davis. The rangy, red-bearded

resident authority on fossils at the Cin-
ati Museum of N:
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Sutwron

o be'd found was  fossil 0 big
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< end g E?. s
2

ut
h a bump’

Fossils which look like claws, anoth:
er form of marine life here long ago,
rought o Davis for identi-

muses e :hunk of mmm.

v ot i o view,
incionatis a mice place b b

DAVIS IS 50 fascinaed i il
slides here —

d there are more “clas-
Sic besues” along 175 and 1275 whre
clay has grassed —

that e occasoal gves 3 classcalld
“Rock Around the Town" o
Featto Builda Srect i th Cncnnas

inat, it s far to oy s o
aous for the excllence of its fossils,”
Davis, ars n hic eliberate

incinnati fossils are in every
sn!mll:lm ‘natural history museom in

the world.” It has the most and best
il years o) Lo
0 be picked

10 Davis.

1 people do just that, rush.
ing into the museum oo Gilbert Avenue
il dinoca " — which are no

use to dinosaurs ever

lxvcd here. “The rock s o0 oldand the

young.” are actal
e

T WHAT YOU canfind ere b

e i i e v
was a petrified unborn lamb. And

o Sl e e it I
once lived. I conjure up

floor here must have been. I's hard to

believe but there had to be up to 200 feet

of sea water here and it had to be

salty.”

T S BEEN deduced —
detective-lke — from

a animals contained in the rock here
are like contemporary ones surviving in
a water. "One fossil here (crinoid) is

0 the starfish, sand dollar

a relauve
‘and sea urchin, which all now are ma-

‘This area “must have been crawling.
with creatures\” Davis chortles.
museun has a Diorama ilustrating the
profusion of underwater lfe here. Davis
found similar abundance of animal life
e soelng o pealy nautius &

critter in a_ whorly white
e i and N Calodote,

Davis, the fowslunter, it 100

eloceupint s ol
Home, That atitude presupposes. that
human beings are an n the planet

s as impor.
tohim ecologicall.
S THAT he is comfortable

‘more
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have to know about

lablyou treasres e m
t place in town (o lei

.mx ‘ossils

own favorite s the cephal
(Xhlls G oo S o

m it l ',mpk not 0 be afraid of
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i o vau o, Al creatures are
and &5 percent of the
Enghm e speak comes from Latin or
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dren who are a
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¢ Rock around the town’
Cincinnati’s hillsides and landslides
attract fossil lovers from everywhere

Richard Davis of the i
Museum o Natural History
examines triobite, foued o W
Queen City's ~clowsc. lands

s textbook .xumplls for
geology students.

how it was in Cincinnati 450 million
years ago.
“Once you accept that the fossils
once lived," he_explains, “it follows
that they i o behave s g hings
4o today. They had
e and you can figure e caniron
ment out.

It you sccept that they evlve i

in the histry of the earth using fossls
like the hours on a c

(USEUM officially _encour-
ages fossil hunting as a summer hobby
for children. It has programs and field

with excellent reference materials at
reasonable prices.

‘The museum is in the midst of its
first_ membership dnbvz for 1000 new

of the new t_group.
Membersippr iy is 51 per year:
information

DAVIS ESTIMATES that there are

it of fos populariy
is such, Davis says, that “am
there's & rock exposre you'e oing o
bave someone there on the week-end.”

ther grubietclhe and strdies shoes o a new adve

ture, e drove i where the Rilkide
Vs expose roveaig e avers of bioegrey e
one 3 which ma 'F i e fond G s ot
% ammer and e never s
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My fen home with empty pockets were

i LS arm ] o 5. o,
there a fossl, everywhere a fossl. The rocks were brim:
ming with them.

kids were scrambling up the hilside, shricking

over their finds, delightng in their new discoveries. The
seven-year.old in particular was enamored of brachiopods,
“lampshells” which ange in size from minute to about two
ma also are broyozoans, which look

b f various sizes;
pars of the ancient e iy \ﬂb\l‘d\ ook like discarded

been made into the
th_stream beds, rad-cuts, old quarries, railroad beds
iyt R b g

our o Iuntng we went home, dirty and tired,
but plessed with our essures- five shopping bags ful! Al

Jome one of e il stumbied ove he tone teps on |

the w or and instead of the usual wail, 1

e, i, MomlCWe have fessls right heve In Gur

ard!” There they wefs, embedded in every square inch of
e walkway: They hadboenther ai s

whoever visits

s up for a fossil

are millions of fossls out there

and w
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